
Paper Feedback



Citation Style

• Parenthetical
• (author, year) in text
• Gives the reader some insight into 

the source as they read

• Endnote
• Numbers

• Superscript1

• Or in brackets [2] or 
parenthesis (3)



In text citations

• (Author, year)--parenthetical
• 1-2 authors write out
• More than 2 use “et al.”

• If state author in text, just year
• Use ellipses or [] if you modify

direct quotes
• Cite in text even if you 

paraphrase

• “In terms of spatial variability, …
12% of the attributable health 
impacts originate from 
California” (Dedoussi & Barrett, 
2014)

• According to Fann et al. (2012) 
there are hundreds of thousands 
of deaths in the US each year 
associated with poor air quality.



Example paragraph

• Air pollution and degraded air quality adversely impacts human 
health (COMEAP, 2010, USA EPA, 2011). Epidemiological studies link 
long-term exposure to particulate matter PM2.5 (fine particulate 
matter, with an aerodynamic diameter less than 2.5 μm) to an 
increased risk of premature mortality (Dockery et al., 1993, Pope 
et al., 2002, WHO, 2008b). Given it is the most significant known 
cause for early deaths associated with outdoor air pollution, 
PM2.5 has been become the predominant metric to quantify air 
quality (USA EPA, 2011).

Dedoussi, I. C., & Barrett, S. R. (2014). Air pollution and early 
deaths in the United States. Part II: Attribution of PM2. 5 
exposure to emissions species, time, location and 
sector. Atmospheric environment, 99, 610-617.

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S135223101400822X?via%3Dihub#bib8
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S135223101400822X?via%3Dihub#bib34
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S135223101400822X?via%3Dihub#bib10
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S135223101400822X?via%3Dihub#bib26
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S135223101400822X?via%3Dihub#bib38
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S135223101400822X?via%3Dihub#bib34
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Google Scholar



Google Scholar





At UTSA



Discussion

• Go beyond just summarizing the literature
• Draw connections between sources

• Or between sources and course
• Or between this course and other courses

• Why do we care?
Discussion Logical, well 

supported flow
Makes some 
relevant points

Section exists Skipped entirely

Depth of 
Discussion

Expands beyond 
just 
summarization of 
cited sources & 
connects to 
course

Connects topics 
together

Describes 
sources more 
than using 
direct quotes

Shows little to 
no 
understanding

Discussion – this is the main part and can take many forms. 
Explain significance of results and findings from references.  
Potential features to consider when applicable:

Affected areas (local, region, country, global)
Causes/sources
Effects (on human, animals, economy, environment, etc.)
Prevention/ reversal options
Important legislation or lack of legislation



Formatting & Grammar

• Write chemical formulas properly, e.g. CO2

• Tenses, parts of speech
• E.g. gerunds, plurals, present/past consistency

• Spell check
• Using words incorrectly

• Typically an attempt to use ‘impressive’ words without knowing the meaining



Time Management

4 5 6 7 8
spring 
break 9 10 11 12

Paper assigned 17-Feb
Review Requirements
Review possible topics
Finalize topic choice 3-Mar
Find literature
thoroughly read at least 2 sources
write outline
write rough draft
send rough draft to partner 28-Mar
address comments 4-Apr
check formatting & requirements
submit final paper 11-Apr



Additional Resources

• Writing Center
• JPL 2.01.12D
• https://www.utsa.edu/twc/make appointments
• Workshops

• UTSA citation tutorial
• https://www.utsa.edu/tlc/Learning_Technology/cite_right/

• UTSA library & Librarian
• Civil: Esteban Cantu
• Workshops: https://lib.utsa.edu/news/events

https://www.utsa.edu/twc/
https://www.utsa.edu/tlc/Learning_Technology/cite_right/
https://lib.utsa.edu/news/events
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